
Profession	 Biologist, Dr. Philos.

Current position	 Director, Faroe Marine Research Institute

Specialisation	 Biological oceanography. Plankton ecology

Education	 1986 		 Cand. Scient. in Biology, University of Odense, Denmark.  
Chemistry as minor subject in the degree.

	 2001		 Doctor philos. at the University of Tromsø, Norway.  
Title: ”The Plankton Community Structure on the Faroe Shelf: Relationship to environmental 
conditions, trophic interactions and comparison with offshore environment”.	

Employments	 1986 - present	 Research scientist at the Faroe Marine Research Institute
	 1987 - 2001	 Teacher at University of the Faroe Islands
	 2001 - present	 Associate Professor II at the University of the Faroe Islands
	 2010 - present	 Director at the Faroe Marine Research Institute
	 2010 - present	 Chairman of the steering group for the Fisheries Research Fund of the Faroe Islands
	 2011 - present	 Member of the Editorial Board of the Open Journal of Marine Science (OJMS)

Main work fields	 •	 Research of pelagic ecosystems. 
Ecological studies and monitoring of plankton on the Faroese shelf and in oceanic waters.Research 
of phytoplankton, zooplankton and ichthyoplankton; plankton production and feeding in relation to the 
physical, chemical and biological environment. 
Ecosystems and trophic interactions.

	 •	 Environmental research & monitoring in Faroese fjords.
	 •	 Aquaculture: Environment; Shellfish
	 •	 Toxic phytoplankton in Faroese fjords.

Language capacity	 Faroese	 Mother tongue
	 Scandinavian	 Fluent
	 English	 Fluent

Participation in international research organisations and projects
	 2009 - 2011	 WATER. Warning of Algal Toxin Events in the Northern Periphery Region. International 

research project. Funded by Northern Periphery Programme (NPP) www.nppwater.com
	 2008 - 2012	 Steering committee member for Ph. D. fellowships and post docs in Marine Climate and 

Ecosystem around the Faroes.
	 Since 2007	 Staff member of Joint Nordic Master’s Programme in Marine Ecosystems and Climate. http://

folk.uib.no/ngfew/webpage2/
	 2002 - 2008	 MAR-ECO. Patterns and Processes of the Ecosystems of the Northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge. 
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International research project. http://www.mar-eco.no/
	 1996 - 2000	 TASC. Trans-Atlantic Studies of Calanus. International research project.

Teaching experience	1987 - present	 Teacher at University of the Faroe Islands in: 
	 	 - Biological & chemical oceanography
		  - Marine biology
	 Since January 2002  Associate Professor II at University of the Faroe Islands.
	 Advisor for 7 B.Sc., 5 M.Sc. and 3 Ph.D. students.
		
		  Ph.D students and projects:
	 	 	Høgni Debes (2003-2007). Phytoplankton and zooplankton interactions on the Faroe Shelf. 

University of the Faroe Islands.
		  Supervisor: Eilif Gaard.
		
		  Gunnvør á Norði (2006-2010): Impact of organic enrichment on the sediment microbial 

biogeochemistry and overlying water quality in relation to fish farms in Faroese Fjords. 
University of the Faroe Islands.

		  Supervisors: Eilif Gaard, Knud Simonsen, and Ronnie N. Glud.

		  Kirstin Eliasen (2009-2012). Lesser sandeel, Ammodytes marinus, as a link between climate 
and higher trophic levels on the Faroe shelf. Århus University.

		  Supervisors: Peter Grønkjær, Jens Tang Christensen, Eilif Gaard, Bogi Hansen, and Jan 
Arge Jacobsen.

Research cruises	 I have been on ca. 60 research cruices, about 70% of these as cruise leader.

Publications	 33 peer-reviewed publications in international journals and books
	 76 other reports and papers
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